
Vetting Story Subjects
When you are ready to share someone’s story, here are questions to consider. 

Do you have permission to do this story? 
• Did you get permission from the person to interview them? Use their name (first and last, first, initials or alias)?

To take their photo or video? If the individual is under 18, do you have their guardian’s permission?

• Have you described to the person potential consequences of sharing their story (unwanted press attention,
negative reactions from the general public or their community, job or legal consequences and more)?

• Have you prepared this person how to best handle negative consequences?

• Have you described to the person how and when their story will be shared?

• What kind of permission do you need? Written? Verbal? See here for a sample form.

Is the individual you’re featuring the best fit for your story?
• How am I representing this individual? Am I falling into any identity-based stereotypes?

• Does my use of this person’s story or image benefit them, or just my organization?

• How would the person depicted feel if they saw how their image or quote is being used in context?

• Am I involving this person appropriately in the policy and advocacy work as well?

• Will sharing the story cause trauma for this person? Am I equipped to offer support?

Have you vetted this person’s story?
• Have you searched for them online/social media to understand the public information about them? Is there any

information about them that will either harm them once they speak publicly or undermine your message or your
organization’s credibility?

• Do you know this person’s full reasons for sharing their story? Do they have different motivations than you do?

• If the person refers to events or individuals, can you verify if those statements are true? What are the
consequences of referring to events or individuals in the event that the person’s statements are not true?

• Are you making underlying assumptions about this person that you need to check?
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1k6QYCCJspAfwcgBLvHfFbV7Q9eO02n3w/view

